Investigation of a network of HIV/syphilis cases in young Black men who have sex with men (MSM)
in Milwaukee and follow-up by Disease Intervention Specialists (DIS)
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CONCLUSIONS

Use of HIV and syphilis case
report and partner data can
enable individual-level follow-up
to help improve the health of
people with HIV and STIs and
avert new infections.

Locating individuals begins with

BACKGROUND

One in three early syphilis cases
in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, during
2012-2014 had a prior HIV
diagnosis; the majority of both
infections occurred in young Black
MSM. In order to reduce new HIV
and syphilis infections, the state

RESULTS

Network Member Characteristics (n=617)

« Black (n=422; 68%)

« Male (n=523; 85%)

« Cases (n=360, 58%): HIV (n=207); Syphilis (n=100);
Co-infection (n=53)

« HIV+, in care and virally suppressed: 158/260 = 61%

 Non-case partners (n=257, 42%)

Largest Component of the Network
(Network n=617; Component n=125)

Highly connected,
co-infected, and not
virally-suppressed.
High priority to
re-link to care.

Partner to 2 HIV+ and
1 syphilis case. High
priority for retesting
for HIV and STIs and

linking to PrEP.
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