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How to change the template color theme 
You can easily change the color theme of your poster by going to the 

DESIGN menu, click on COLORS, and choose the color theme of your 

choice. You can also create your own color theme. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can also manually change the color of your background by going to 

VIEW > SLIDE MASTER.  After you finish working on the master be sure to 

go to VIEW > NORMAL to continue working on your poster. 

 

How to add Text 
The template comes with a number of pre-

formatted placeholders for headers and text 

blocks. You can add more blocks by copying and 

pasting the existing ones or by adding a text box 

from the HOME menu.  

 

 Text size 
Adjust the size of your text based on how much content you have to 

present. The default template text offers a good starting point. Follow 

the conference requirements. 

 

How to add Tables 
To add a table from scratch go to the INSERT menu and  

click on TABLE. A drop-down box will help you select rows 

and columns.  

You can also copy and a paste a table from Word or another PowerPoint 

document. A pasted table may need to be re-formatted by RIGHT-CLICK > 

FORMAT SHAPE, TEXT BOX, Margins. 

 

Graphs / Charts 
You can simply copy and paste charts and graphs from Excel or Word. 

Some reformatting may be required depending on how the original 

document has been created. 

 

How to change the column configuration 
RIGHT-CLICK on the poster background and select LAYOUT to see the 

column options available for this template. The poster columns can also 

be customized on the Master. VIEW > MASTER. 

 

How to remove the info bars 
If you are working in PowerPoint for Windows and have finished your 

poster, save as PDF and the bars will not be included. You can also delete 

them by going to VIEW > MASTER. On the Mac adjust the Page-Setup to 

match the Page-Setup in PowerPoint before you create a PDF. You can 

also delete them from the Slide Master. 

 

Save your work 
Save your template as a PowerPoint document. For printing, save as 

PowerPoint or “Print-quality” PDF. 

 

Print your poster 
When you are ready to have your poster printed go online to 

PosterPresentations.com and click on the “Order Your Poster” button. 

Choose the poster type the best suits your needs and submit your order. 

If you submit a PowerPoint document you will be receiving a PDF proof 

for your approval prior to printing. If your order is placed and paid for 

before noon, Pacific, Monday through Friday, your order will ship out that 

same day. Next day, Second day, Third day, and Free Ground services are 

offered. Go to PosterPresentations.com for more information. 

 

Student discounts are available on our Facebook page. 

Go to PosterPresentations.com and click on the FB icon.  
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DES IGN  GU IDE  
 

This PowerPoint 2007 template produces a 36”x48” 

presentation poster. You can use it to create your research 

poster and save valuable time placing titles, subtitles, text, 

and graphics.  

 

We provide a series of online tutorials that will guide you 

through the poster design process and answer your poster 

production questions. To view our template tutorials, go online 

to PosterPresentations.com and click on HELP DESK. 

 

When you are ready to print your poster, go online to 

PosterPresentations.com 

 

Need assistance? Call us at 1.510.649.3001 

 
 

QU ICK  START  
 

Zoom in and out 
 As you work on your poster zoom in and out to the level 

that is more comfortable to you.  

 Go to VIEW > ZOOM. 

 

Title, Authors, and Affiliations 
Start designing your poster by adding the title, the names of the authors, 

and the affiliated institutions. You can type or paste text into the 

provided boxes. The template will automatically adjust the size of your 

text to fit the title box. You can manually override this feature and 

change the size of your text.  

 

TIP: The font size of your title should be bigger than your name(s) and 

institution name(s). 

 

 

 

 

Adding Logos / Seals 
Most often, logos are added on each side of the title. You can insert a 

logo by dragging and dropping it from your desktop, copy and paste or by 

going to INSERT > PICTURES. Logos taken from web sites are likely to be 

low quality when printed. Zoom it at 100% to see what the logo will look 

like on the final poster and make any necessary adjustments.   

 

TIP:  See if your school’s logo is available on our free poster templates 

page. 

 

Photographs / Graphics 
You can add images by dragging and dropping from your desktop, copy 

and paste, or by going to INSERT > PICTURES. Resize images 

proportionally by holding down the SHIFT key and dragging one of the 

corner handles. For a professional-looking poster, do not distort your 

images by enlarging them disproportionally. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Image Quality Check 
Zoom in and look at your images at 100% magnification. If they look good 

they will print well.  
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One in three early syphilis cases 
in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, during 
2012-2014 had a prior HIV 
diagnosis; the majority of both 
infections occurred in young Black 
MSM. In order to reduce new HIV 
and syphilis infections, the state 
and city health departments 
conducted an investigation in 
2015 and prioritized HIV and 
syphilis cases for follow-up by 
Disease Intervention Specialists 
(DIS), clinic staff, and community 
providers.  

 

BACKGROUND 

Males aged <30 years diagnosed 
with HIV or early syphilis in 
Milwaukee County during 2012-
2014 were identified through HIV 
and sexually transmitted infection 
(STI) surveillance systems. Their 
sexual partners were reported in 
partner services data systems. 
Cases and partners were matched 
by last name, date of birth, and 
soundex of the first name. 

The HIV surveillance system 
provided information on HIV care 
and viral load status in the six 
months prior to the investigation. 
LexisNexis® Accurint® was used 
to update locating information for 
cases and partners. 

 

METHODS 

  

(1) Wisconsin Division of Public Health (2) City of Milwaukee Health Department  

 

 

M. Gasiorowicz1, L. Stockman1, C. Schumann1, B. Kufalk1, D. Shrestha1, K. Grande1, R. LeBeau1,  I. Reitl2, P. Biedrzycki2,  J. Vergeront1 

 

Investigation of a network of HIV/syphilis cases in young Black men who have sex with men (MSM) 

in Milwaukee and follow-up by Disease Intervention Specialists (DIS) 
 

  

Use of HIV and syphilis case 
report and partner data can 
enable individual-level follow-up 
to help improve the health of 
people with HIV and STIs and 
avert new infections.  
Locating individuals begins with 
review of address information in 
HIV and  STI surveillance, 
partner, and public records 
databases. Follow-up by DIS 
and clinic staff takes place by 
letter, text, phone, social media, 
and in-person.  
Echoing findings from other 
states, both review of locating 
information and follow-up steps 
are time-consuming and yield 
relatively low numbers linked to 
care and prevention services. 
However, those reached are at 
highest risk of transmitting or 
acquiring HIV and STIs. 

RESULTS CONCLUSIONS 
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Largest Component of the Network  
(Network n=617; Component n=125) 

Highly connected, 
co-infected, and not 
virally-suppressed. 

High priority to  
re-link to care. 

Size of shape indicates importance in the network  
Diagram prepared using UCINET and NetDraw 
 
  

Partner to 2 HIV+ and 
1 syphilis case. High 
priority for retesting 
for HIV and STIs and 

linking to PrEP. 

HIV/syphilis co-infection  
HIV only 
Syphilis only 
Partner 

Milwaukee Health Department: Vannessa Vann, 
Mike Starks, Karin Tyler, Matt Scallon, Jaquan 
Zolicoffer, Helen White, Sandie Mattson, William 
Borzon, Evelyn Sharkey, Marisa Stanley. 
Community provider: Dave Wenten, Ruthie 
Burich, Earl Blair. 
Wisconsin Division of Public Health: Stephanie 
Smiley, Tim Pilcher, Loriann Wunder.  
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) assignees in Wisconsin: Anthony Wade, 
Otilio Oyervides, Darlene Harper-Turner.  
CDC DIS Evaluation Project PS15-1511: post-
investigation planning. 

DATA SYSTEMS AND 
SOFTWARE 

Enhanced HIV/AIDS Reporting System (eHARS), 
CDC: HIV surveillance  
Wisconsin Electronic Disease Surveillance 
System (WEDSS), Atlas: STI surveillance 
PartnerServicesWeb®, Luther Consulting: 
Partners of HIV cases 
STD*MIS, CDC: Partners of STI cases 
LexisNexis® Accurint®: Public records database  
UCINET and NetDraw: Network diagramming 
software 
SAS VERSION 9.3: Statistical software for data 
matching 

Network Member Characteristics (n=617)  
• Black (n=422; 68%) 
• Male (n=523; 85%) 
• Cases (n=360, 58%): HIV (n=207); Syphilis (n=100);      

Co-infection (n=53) 
• HIV+, in care and virally suppressed: 158/260 = 61%   
• Non-case partners (n=257, 42%) 
 

Outcomes of investigation 
• 121 Assigned for follow-up (62 HIV+ assigned to former HIV 

provider; 17 HIV+ to DIS; 42 HIV- to community provider)  
• 15 HIV+ received adherence reminder 
• 8 HIV+ re-linked to HIV care (4 former HIV provider; 4 DIS) 
• 13 HIV- interviewed and received information about Pre-

Exposure Prophylaxis (PrEP); 3 re-tested for HIV and STIs 

260 
HIV Positive 

102  
Appear to be out of care 
or not virally suppressed 

62  
Previously in care, 

assigned to former care  
provider 

 

4 Relinked to care 

15 Adherence reminder 

43 Not contacted* 
 

23 Not contacted* 
(9/23 in care, not 
virally-suppressed)  

617 
Members of the 

network 

 
40 

No provider 
listed 

 

17 Assigned 
to DIS 

 

4 Relinked to care 

13 Not contacted* 
 

159  
Syphilis case with 3+  

partners or direct 
partner of an HIV case  

42  
With locating 

information assigned to 
community provider for 

follow-up 

13 Interviewed 

3 Declined interview 
26 Not contacted* 

357  
HIV negative or 

unknown HIV status 

* The primary reasons for not contacting 
individuals include absence of locating 
information, lack of response to attempts to 
locate, and living outside of jurisdiction. 

11 HIV tested past year 

3 HIV tested at interview 

13 received PrEP information  

64 partners named  

Key qualitative findings 
• Grindr and other apps are most 

common way to find partners 
• Think PrEP is a good idea but don’t 

know much about it 
• Condom use and conversations about 

HIV status are not common practices 
• Routine (every 3-6 months) STI 

testing is a common practice 
• HIV testing is less frequent than STI 

testing 
 

The investigation led to 
development of the Data to 
Impact Continuum, which 
shows that more than half 
of new HIV infections are 
the result of transmission 
from people who are aware 
of their HIV status but are 
not in care.2 The figure also 
shows individual-level 
interventions needed at 
each stage of the HIV/STI 
risk continuum.  

1. Wisconsin HIV Surveillance Reports 2016 and   
AIDS/HIV Program Notes, May 2016; March 
2016 Supplement, 
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/aids-
hiv/data.htm 
2. Skarbinski, J. et al. Human immunodeficiency 
virus transmission at each step of the care 
continuum in the United States. JAMA Inter Med 
2015. Apr;175(4):588-96.  

The Wisconsin Division of 
Public Health is in the 
planning stages of: 

• More closely aligning STI 
and HIV DIS work. 

• Expanding follow-up with 
people living with HIV who 
are out of care, and HIV-
negative people with 
indications for PrEP. 

• Expanding linkage to care 
and to PrEP services 
conducted by community 
providers. 

FUTURE WORK IN WISONSIN 
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